THE  WAR  OF  ENGLISH  INDEPENDENCE
sine qua non. Henry might make the preaching of heresy
a burning matter, but he himself accomplished more than
the greatest conceivable company of Protestant preachers
when he set the printing press to work, to provide every
parish in the country with an English Bible. Every Tom,
Dick, and Harry could now quarry in that enormous
mine of fact and legend, of poetry and folklore, and
work up his takings into a religion. He had had his
grievances against the Church ; now he could get his
own back by arraigning the Church herself, and all that
she stood for, before the tribunal of his own conscience,
with God's word for law ; and it was a Church whose
prestige had been wrecked, by the perfect impunity
with which its agelong terrors and sanctities had been
defied. By his gift of the Bible, the King had released
a spirit that he had no power to control.
What was most decisive of all, he had linked the cause
of Protestation to that of patriotism. This was
inevitable, for it was in the very nature of the Roman
Catholic faith to transcend the bounds of nationality.
It stands to something higher than reason that he who
has sworn allegiance to a supernational Power cannot,
without manifest treason, devote himself heart and soul
to the service of his country, and nothing but his country.
" In what country soever we walk in this world," says
Sir Thomas More, " we are but as pilgrims and way-
farers. And if I should take any country for my own,
it must be the country to which I come and not the
country from which I come."
Noble and lovely words, but not what anyone could
describe as those of a 100 per cent patriotism. All
the better for that, it may be said, but the fact remains
that Britain had, for better or for worse, cut herself free
from any wider allegiance, and pinned her faith to the
principle of Sinn Fein, or Ourselves Alone. Patriotism
still expressed itself in its crudest form of mass egotism,
and was entirely unconscious of what were coming to
be its secret springs. And it was felt about Rome that her